
















conclusion
Thomson Innovation analysis shows Japan has lost market share in terms of the global numbers of inven-

tions. However, it is still in pole position for publication of intellectual property, with the U.S. and Korea 

its nearest rivals. The European countries examined in this report have neither increased nor decreased 

significantly in terms of innovation, and only Germany has appeared to be a contender, reaching fifth place 

in our examination of priority countries for patents. China has the greatest market share, in general, when 

it comes to patent output from academia, with Russia very occasionally beating it to the top spot.

Methodology
All records on Derwent World Patent Index® (DWPI) from 2003 to 2007 were analyzed, using Thomson 

Innovation. On DWPI, patents are organized in “patent families” therefore; one record equals a unique 

invention (not one record equals one patent). Academic assignees were derived from the Patent Assignee 

field using common abbreviations. The tri-lateral analysis was derived through the searching of all inven-

tions that have been filed in the U.S., Japan and Europe. 

Thomson Innovation is the new standard in IP research and analysis provided by the Scientific business 

of Thomson Reuters. It is a single, integrated online solution that combines intellectual property, scien-

tific literature, business data and news with analytic, collaboration and alerting tools in a robust platform. 

Thomson Innovation improves decision making, increases productivity, and helps users stay ahead of the 

competition and maximize profits. For more information, visit: thomsoninnovation.com 
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